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‘DESCRIPTOBRS Flesentary Fducation: *Reading Tests: Response Style

' " (Tests) : Standardized Tests: Test Bias: *Testing
Problems: Test Interpretation: *Test Items: Test
Pesults: Test Validity -

]

ABSTRACT ' S ‘

Intended for parents, this guide discusses the
effects of standardized tests on children, using test itenms from
recent standardized reading tests vhich have been administered to
children aged 7 Yo 13 and children's respinses t0 these items. For
each item, compents ave nade about the asbiguity of the item: the
various interpretations that can be applied *o item content,
influencing the answer: measurenent of knowledge content rather than
reading ability: test makers' biases: or confusing language and
fornmat., The authors comment about the effects of these tests: (1)
class ‘placenent and labeling: (2) pressure on “eachers to coach
students for t..e tests:  (3) negative effects on curriculum: (U4) costs
¢ iaproving reading proqrams, based mainly on test scores: (5).
effect on childrent's self-concept: and (6) reaction of pacents to
their children, based on test scores. (MH)
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The test questions in this booklet are typlcal of thosu Iound on ' the

G 8@
P - oWl commorcid! alandivdizad M\ptﬂﬂ&%’h oves -
o "SAT. Referensz s-to chitdron's responsaes come from inlueiviews with .
chiidren in sciools that use s tandardued feadtng tests, . — >
e . When teachais give a tost, thoy hope that all the children will -
- ' pass. Then'thsy will know that the childian have Ioumod what
has heen tauist to them
But the poopie who make standardized lests desian them so
livad half the ch'dron myst 1" (score bolow “graclo level"),
Reinember, “cied lover s simply the nilddle scoru~h..d‘ must i
aveays bo abown dnd hayy polow. "
s very Ciloult, using o group paper-uand-pencil tost, to §
TIQiLUre @ GGG Teading LUty withoul confusing It with the child's ;’}
v background, spacis! liowledge, thn'qnq ability and cuitural ;;
hetPoas, The epooific ¢L.0 of rocding gots fuatin the confucion. o
"*1 iy b Wil has an ebligation to teach your Ghvicl io 5
recd eoed s you how w i vour eivid is doing. The tos 3
[ H A t!v*l R “tden. miztratetthat standore z‘od tests do not . ,';f
o ..n.s:_‘.\u...?,. ' %
Ac wou o licach b brsast iy the test itoms for vourself, £
T v iseer Loveur Wivs g of e diricutise. ?
. P 5 ‘g:
MU AU SO s boos ot s Waet W o 80 * % s o Tmetim b % @ s et YA e be 8 b A% s et TP b o artdirtdrdec s bk ae® - o s "‘.““‘“"""'"“‘“*&' ’
. 2lmon A ’ 11 '
Are the 58 picturcs clear? Do th ey have “correct” answers? ;
o '[\(V“"[..'.'J . '
-4 Janae ho]ps Mother look for her umbrella.
a
‘\’ l.'. “\‘_' L) Motlier i cleaning the house all by herself.
,\\ R A, '
J. s - —
t . : : M
:(‘\&.‘\ \ [ Mother thinks Jane is under the table.
{'_’\}.‘\.. 7
Muria answered: “Jane helps her mother look for her umbrella.”
The testmaker had something else in 1iind.
Dots this prove that Maria connot read?
{) ) (. ] The hoy lu Ips the goal pull the cart through t.ho gate,
i Y
Pho o~ N .
AR R SN [} 'The gate i open so the boy and goat can go throngh.
TEIESRA LD RNCD B
4 o L1 he boy pot out of the wagon and closed the grades N0
St o i G ARG ARS ie S G A s A S S S o D AR i & S et d § o ...n--x-d

ks the drawing hoere clear enough so that you can be suie
your answer is correct? It you are nol, is this because your reading
is ot fault? 3
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Are the “correc " answers always the best ones?
N~ L ‘ - R : : ¢
| 0 To keep means to.L sy ¢ hold . . ‘_
Alter the test, Derrick said, *When | want to keep something.
lcarry it.”
“No,” said Yvette, “when | want to keep something, | hold it.’ ; |
\ i
J A giant is ;'um.ys . & hugp : @ lieree < nivan ® scary: '

The correct answer is huge. But i children pick scary, does that
mean:that they are “wrong" or that they can't read huge, fierce, or mean?
_or glant?

4

*

Asage individual is

5. touchy ST tosty
6, old 8. wisc

-

Mark selected “old” to complete the sentence.

The testmaker's answer was “wise". What was actually wanted was
a synonym though this was never stated in the instructions.

These items are from word knowledge subtests. All the children
above clearly knew the meaning of the words in question. Yet, some
of the children received low scores and some high scores because
they differed in the way they reasoned or because their
experiences were not the same.
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T shiopiest Vimiaty off G, Bl st weita the ] - =
g wm'ld of tomeerow. Hin heart raved. What bigger g
| step hud man ever token? His words, echoing his |- .
o} Al .hm. e clearly out of millions of televigion-f . 7 j’ e ﬂ"
B T mmwm %ﬂ?ﬁw Wﬂﬁﬁ Coowm oo _/r e :t-_-: .
K for man, one giant leap for mankind!™ Indeed, the | . i Ei
entire world held its breath-as Neil Alden . 4 3
Armistrbag became the first human to set toot on the ' ll ot S
_ © meon. - : - ' o -
AT He paused and rvmvmlwrvd the twn-.moa‘ who ' Ij ““'ﬁ
Lo received his pilot’s license on his gixteenth bicthday, -
- | even betove he received a driver’s license, He ree ' Ié : _
called the Korean War and the sew.nty-vight mis- 10 year old Sarah said, *‘He’s had a long
sions he had flown tor the U.S. Navy. Then he careeraqd now he's thinking back on it See
remembered his training in acronautical engineer. ‘he. loampd to ﬂy before he was 13 "
ing and the experimental aircraft he had flown, ‘
- including. the X-15 rocket plane. ‘ ' :
- Other memories flashed by: being chosen the fiest Fred Said: “It's reckless. He took lots of .
non-mlitary astronaut and um'\imz out the first |- - chances. He never worried about anything.
ducking of two orbiting spacecraft. Now he was the ;
first aortal to touch the moon. He blinked and | . He's like that man we read about who liked
focused on the strange scenery in front of him. It | to climb mountains because he liked thrills. .
W tmw to take the next step. : ‘ -
30 Which: of these words best describes Arm- | - Diane said, “Adventurous because this
strong’s space-career? - ~ reminds me of Star Trek which is an
' 5 long 7 thoughtful i adventure story."
! > veckless 8§ adventurous Did any one child do a better job reading this?
P17 Somesdays Ushould stay in bed. Today was one of those days. 14 Why was Sam so slow in getting to’

* Good morning,”™ Mom «aid. = Don’t you have a elean <hirt "‘l‘o"l

. % g . . . X} - ) .
to wear? That one loaks dirty, . . He overslept. .

osan” said Dads o vour shoes are on the wrong feet.”

- 1 got aressed all oves again, By the time 1 ate breakfast, my- R He had to get dresszd twice.

vereal was sogey. Thew 1 stopped, as usaal, for Bill, He was not

c> He fooled around.
home. He had already gone to school, T walked there alone. led ar

W Lien 1 ot to school, Bill selled, ** Here comes Sam, the snail.”” > He did not like school.

- -t

Most of the children with whom this question was discussed
said “Sam was fooling around.” A few children said “He
probably didn't like school; that's why he was foohng around
and his sffends called him a snail.”

The &orrect answer is: He had to get dressed twice.

If the children’s experiences are different from those of the
test makers, questions like those above will be difficult to
answer correctly. Such questions are unfair because they
really ask for an opinion, and an opinion cannot be “right"

or “wrong". While some childiren share the test makers’
opinions, some do not.

ARE THOSE THAT DO NOT POOR READERS?
. | 5
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FKomts are found in abmost all 1§m‘§ of the world, | - Nmmm
' speclal knowledge?

o and ey are the most common insects on carth,

- | Alhoush many ants-are hard workers, others do .

| e nowork at all One kind 68 ant that does not work
is the Amazon ant, Amazon ants are fierce fight-
ers, but they cannot dig their own nests or cven
feed themselves, They actually have slaves to do
these things for them, The slaves, another kind of

°l ant, are captured in battlc by the Amazons.

. These tests are given to your children to
‘findout if they canread ...Notto
determine If they know about specific
topice or have learned particular facts.
Yet, finding the answer to the first
question here requires sclentiﬂc
- knowledge. - -

“You can suppose th.u without slaves Amazon

uhits would —

@ gotowork

® run away

@ mahe nests

o dic )
According to leeend. there were people known
as Amazons: They probably —

O were warriors

@ couldn’t feed themselves

Many children who read well would
answer by saying that ants, like people, -
would soon learn to go to work if the
didn't have slaves. However, the correct
answer isdle.

.For the second question, where we ate’
meant to assume that ants are like people,
several of the answers seem equally

sensible, unless the child already knows
that the Amazons of anclent {egend '
were warriors.

O were strong workers
o were fovad in all parts of the world

[TV —da

[Y WEDUREL L g
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Are you sure what a cinder is? If you're not, does
it mean you can't read?

A cinder is a piece of . . . .. ["Jrock L _1fire brick [ burned coal

In 1877 a machine appearcd which surprised
many people. Can you guess the name of llns
strunge new machine?

A you spohe into the mouthpicee and turned
the handle, o tube covered with a thin picee of tin
moved around. As the tube mosved. a needle
pressed deep lines into the tin. As you turned the
handle once more, the needle touched sgainst the
. sume Jines and played back your words,

L This was the first phonograph! How different
' from the hi-fi of today!

The 8 year old who reads this easily may, indeed,
have difficulty with the math requiréd.

About how many years ago Jid the machine first
appear?

XS S0 100 v 200

The three test items above require special knowledge of hi...ory, math or science. These items do
E Cnot test reading, but give an advantage to a child who is lucky enough to know these facts which
' =Wre not a part of the 3rd grade curnculum in most schools. 6 "
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' 1. Look at viwh line, Part of oach tivst word is umlc-l
lined. Decide what sound’is represented by the
derhined - letter (), One of the ather four \mrd
that same sound.” =~ '
T Choose the \wnl thit has the same soudd,

U

03
-

8 ngot - buoy  if honest & power - Waloud
R . Rt i
’ ‘Yorder Wfurther Gwarm  @rode  Wdrove

1. Read each line. In some lines, three of thé‘ four

syllubles, when put together, will make a word, .
The: other sy llable is extra. :
Find the extra syllable in each line where thyee

11.
syllables will make & word.
IV. Fill in the space that his the same number as }hc
-syllable you have chosen. If no wmd can \.be
mado hll in the space marked N. L
35 fnum 2tor 3l 4i BIOODW
49 1pha 2al 3tion 4bet ATEHOE

t

_ youarenotpcmﬂttedtouymyoﬂho

" -Reglonal variations in pronouriciation

readlng? Try the Items.
REMEMBER Under test cqnditions,

words out loud.

' Many tests include items like these. -

It is-possible for a good reader to fail
this section or for a poor reader who

. has been drilled on- such exeroises to
- do well;

Many programs which produce good
readers do not teach children these
particular skills..

could also confuse some good readers.

Do test makers’ biases confuse children?

Perhaps you might understand how some children find this confusing
if you were asked the following question?

A neighboriioed i< a @ protegction - O friendship © commuaity

How woulld you describe your neighborhood? If your description
differed from the answer the test makers had in mind, would this mean

@ home

you couldn’t read or had an insufficient vocabuiary? N
N T
Y A }'y I L1 The club meeting is at Mother’s house, today.
s F n [

L] The party is over, and everyone is going home.

LR "5, [T Al of these mothers have children in school.
b e : e et = cormn——. tv———— et v Smme & s .. thmds § s
One chnld said, "It can’t be the first choice; | don't see my mother there.”
7
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1 Policemen are our friends. They help us to cross the street.

" They keep cars moving. Sometimes they scold people, but :
only when the people do something wrong. Everyone should v
obey puhccmen.

&

While some children’ might agree that policemen are their friends
or that policemen “scold people, but only when the peopledo - -
something wrong”, tnere are other groups of children who do not
share this view based on their life experience. Their response
to this paragraph does not determine whether or how well they read.
Is itfair to penalize them for their different beliefs? -

L] *

-

Does the language and format confuse some children?

e

Aany Ginulies e in the building. People
often run into each other in the halls, and
children play tag there, The stairs are
evomded with crown-ups sitting and talk-
me. Sara’s omly, all sixoof them, lives in
the twoteont apartment af the head of the
stans,

“Sometimes it doosn’t bother me,™ Sara
thousht to here I But today T want to be
aone. T want 1o reach out and feel some
empty space. And T have some speeal
thoushis that need to speak to me pri
vateiv, Somewhere thee muast he o tin
picee of space that no o wants. It I could
just tind at, 'doonly borvow i a0 little

while ** o -~V .

l ‘e e rme e s R AW e SO A0 A~ Laadn  chbmpa n deii e O s Gy a0 s $ 0 4

.———..
|

Petmp‘ this passage in the CTBS, 3rri and 4th grade, test given in New York City
was included in order to be “fair’’ to inner city children.

ARE THI: ASSUMPTIONS APPROFRIATE? S
IS THE WORDING FAMILIAR to innercity children or any others?
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Our system of numbering -and cmmtm;,

wits first used thousands of years ago in
| _India. Known as the Arabic system, it
" was brought to Europe about the year 900,
*The Arabic system has ten characters, from
0 through 9; and it is based on the number
10. ‘This. means that there are ten ones
ten, ten tens in one hundred, and so forth.

The zero was the last figure to be added

to the system. It makes our_use of place
value in arithmetic possible,

T papnthewaymychlldrandid?'l‘he

“correct” answer ludm

Doun’t%qmﬂonukformu
muchasforrmmgskm

A paragraph like the one to the left is

readable but confusing. Could you explain

place valyue after reading about It here.

Will-a Ghild who can read this paragraph °
‘necessarily

Bb able to understand it? Do you
think most 8-year-olds can be expected to
read and understand this?

Try the foliowing tests; see how well you do. “The first Item appears on a {est meant
- for 8-year-old-children. (College students have difficulty answering the questions!)

-In some towns in ltaly many Italian children
help their parents on small farms located on
dry or rocky hillsides.  Many of these farms

are poor. and nearly all are less than ten |

acres in size. ltalian farming families may
plant and harvest several crops on  their
sl plets: wheat on the lower levels: then
grapes. fruits, and nuts on higher slopes.
« Much of the work is done with centuries-old

tools like the hoe, the sickle, and the plow,

rather than with the tractors used on farms
in the ferule river valleys,

Which tells most about this story?
O Tractors are used in river valley s,
A Haly has Tnemy farms and hills,
O Wheat is Tady's main crop.
¢ Farming in Italy can be hard
work.

k]

Italy’s dry farmland is probably -

T ® coastal
® dusty
® useless n
©® swampy

Centuries-old means that the tools are —

e Grae - eme o =

© valuable museum pieces

@ similar to those used years ago
@ so old that they are broken

@ pot made anymore

Hillside tarms are small because —

@ the government wants them \m.l”
@ traettors are not used

G family cannot tend more

@ there are several crops

4‘; -

K

e b o gpetoss



PRt T R v S 8 P WIERG:] D R - 3
e 1 M..‘.,.f.j.:. ,tt:_v.:*::_%%,?t','.;‘ rw_i&t'h{mﬂ &J&C‘:ﬁyz-‘%ubu A Aisy S o
g T O & - = I - UERFZ SR YA SR g DR MR "-\"'»'QE' I fy
- ™S sk _" +- Sty Sl

Pttt Cam g

¢ Tth grado ohildren =

furm.T’ii’Tfo—W‘ziﬁ.” SV the Tt ot-tht = TR S a L e (el e g
S . young jockpines marching across an open ‘tiold,,  blocks the ham dour, Its rings ddate Iww
S | how long ago the luckless Tarmner found-out that  drought of 1930, Since that’ year no man has
e sand plains did not grow cor.. Jackpines tell tall  carried milk out of this bar. -
i tales to the unm\ry“ for they put on several whorls B '
11 . Why was the farin _aba_ndoned? ' ‘14 Which of the following best describes the 1

. : author when he found the abandoned farm?
. 1 _ ‘The farmer did not like to farm. - - ‘

b cu.i'i‘ous . o
6 unwary : : (
7 unlucky o
8

9 Corn does not grow well in sand.
3 Trees had crowded out the crops.

The farmer and his family died of

a plague, : surprised

L

12 The author .believes that counting growth | 15  What is (his stoty mainly about? -
rings on elm trees gives '

L ‘ - : 1 who owned the farm -
: ' . 8 ° their age incorrectly , 2 where the drought occurred
t _ - 8 theirage almost exactly ) - . 8 why jackpine trees grew on the
n 7  their age within ten or twenty years . abandoned farm
' 8 ° their age if thie trees are hundreds of , 4  how the author found the date of the
_years old _ drought
13 A “tall tale” is a story that 16 . \What is the best title for tb}s story?.
1 s told about trees and farms 5 ‘The Young Pines”
2 originated among lumberjacks 6 *“The Little Creek”
'g 3 is extremely long and interesting 7 “The Tree’s Story“
{ , 1 exaggerates the truth considerably 8  *“The Marching Elm”
! .
' How many times did you have to read the passage in order to be able to answer the questions?

How would your__comprehension stand up if you had to read, and answer quegtions on 12 or
more passages of thig. sort in a time period of approximately 35 mihutes?

It you had problems, do you think it was your reading ability, the content, the questions,
the directions, style or even the artificial testing situation? ~

DO YOU THINK YOU NEED REMEplAL READING? |
How your child does on these kinds of tests may tell us something, BUT NOT whether he or she
knows how to read. .




o £ttects of Standardlzed Tests on Chlldren"‘"- B
"%‘f . m«umm mumammmmmmat heve - - Y

5 many effects on chiidren and schools: : : /’ :
Tetoe ‘1. They often determine children's tuture class placement and I .
© - classification (glow, bright). SRS I,
< 2. They put pressure on teachers to spend large portions of time e
\/ _ coaching children for the tests—trying to outwit.the test makers. :
3. They affect the curriculum, the skills, and the values of the
school, since teachers wili often shape the school day to fit the
. tests, not the children, .
4. Large sums of money are given to schools to i |mprove their .
reading programs. The success of these programs is often-determined
. by, test scores. )
5. Children judge themselves by how they do on the tests. They
- assume that test questions are what reading “is all about.” .t
" 6. Parents, not having-seen the tests, often judge their children -
by their test scores, too.
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